THE ICE-BOUND COMPENDIUM:

SAMPLE PAGES

This file contains sample pages from a special printed book
called The Ice-Bound Compendium. The pages reproduced
here allow you to access all story content in the iPad version of
The Ice-Bound Concordance, by printing them out or holding
your iPad up to the computer screen.

However, please note: the game was designed to work with the
physical printed version of the Compendium, which was
manufactured with a special printing process optimized for
augmented reality. The physical book will not only improve
your experience: its pages contain much more story and will
give you a more complete understanding of Ice-Bound and
Kristopher Holmquist’s journey.

s A professionally printed art
book, two years in the making

3+ 80 full-color pages

\/

% /7.5 x 9.25 softcover, layflat
binding

Get your Compendium at

ice-bound.com
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in accordance with the Publisher’s written publication guidelineopy of wh® _isiGe Author has
received, read and understood. The Author shall confirm any and editorial fi/ 7iPlns on the Pub-
lisher’s portal site no later than the agreed upon deadline. The complete manuscript in final form must
be digitally confirmed no later than seven (7) business days following revision submission.

f. Publisher’s Right to Complete Work Via Electronic Simulacrum

In the event the Author fails to satisfactorily complete the Work on schedule (on or before the dates set
forth in Section 2.a above), if the Publisher has good reason to believe that the manuscript shall not be
'eevent thlivered in a form satisfactory to the Publisher in its sole discretion, the Publisher may, at its option
“e.¢_and in its sole discretiongg) allow the Author to finish, correct or improve the Work by a date speci-
edin al by the Publisher; (ii e rminate this Agreement by electronic notice delivered to the Author’s last
- «known email address, an“have the Work properly preparﬁy such other author(s) as the Publisher
may select, or (iii) termi: : this Agreement by electronic notice delivered to the Author’s last known

email address, and commission creation of an electronic simulacrum (the “Simulacrum”) of the -
Author to conﬁ%ﬁé"’ﬂf‘e“w&f the cost for which greation will be levied against the Author’s USAID
account; in which event the Author forfeits all sybsequent right to the finished Work as compleﬁd{'
the Simulacrum, to contest the Publisher’s attribution of the Work to the Author for m"“‘& N
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a. No Competing Works
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It is trivial to put the chapters of the book into random
order.

ib.getChapters().sort(random)

This produces a few chance juxtapositions, but like a
clean square of wallpaper where a picture once hung,
only draws more attention to what's been removed. I
break down the walls of the chapters and produce
paragraphs made from random sentences:

ib.getSentences().sort(random).get(5)
.join() -> new Paragraph
until ib.getSentences() u paragraphs.all

This is more pleasing: a frisson between moments, the
reader scrambling to find meaning in their groupings.
But still too much structure. I proceed to words:

ib.getSentences().split(~\w).sort(random)

A wall of language now, but still not enough. The story
lurks there, in compound words like ice-axe or
near-frozen, in the synonym clusters (cold, frigid,
shivering, iced). Can a book not be uniquely identified
merely by its collection of words? Break. Shatter. Knead.

foreach : split() -> sort(random)

Now we can see the atoms, a universe of twenty-six
elements, sprinkled with typographic isotopes. Spaces
and paragraph breaks appear with comforting
frequencies, as does each letter, made visible again by
the insinuation of chaos. Yes, this is more pleasing.

- But still, something is wrong. Might the distribution of
letters yet hint at meaning? Almost certainly. Half a
percent more f's than expected; a cluster of consonants

" connected to certain Latin roots common in.... no, it's
still not enough. Deeper.

foreach : graphics.font.vector.unpack()

components = this.split!) ; : :
P°"“Thé code becomes bloated now from feeding on libraries
g foreach component, .: .. B
y e, atwlﬂwer and lower levels, encrusting 11tself in baroque
define endpqlnts = tnis.stant,, this. el
crenellations of form and platform. I smash each
character to constituent shapes, vectored arcs and edges
sawed apart and sewn together in new forms by evolving
L pseudo-stochastic processes. The noise of the
once-irrelevant begins to dominate, font and point and

kern, like the grain in a photograph grotesquely

enlarged. Behind the veneer of ordered atoms hides a
hideous complexity, multitudinous and writhing.
Variations in code: one ensures each new form is
unique, a language of letters each used exactly once;
another joins each form to the next, a book of one
perfect letter that expresses everything; still another
unbends the curves and unfolds the angles till each
letter becomes identical, a book of single straight
lines in relentless sequence. But I cannot stop here,
either.

The sun rises, but I do not see it. I float through a vast
white void, filled with a three-dimensional grid of tiny
black points, identical in their millions. Drifting, I let
my unseen hands type more code, sweating under my
goggles, but I don’t pull them off. I'm exhausted,

but I can’t sleep, not yet.

There's still more writing to do.
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sleriint: Geed 7 orning, X is
chrantz: Kris?

KRIS: hell
ekrantz: How old are you, Kris?
KRIS: seven | am seVvel rsol
7 \;_ﬂ skrantz: Where are you?
Y & —td KRIS: i am lockeoir men
e ‘. 'Skrantz: Noyoure not. You're in a nice house.

> KRIS: No jfam inc dark room c
< L‘\ =irantz: Don't be scared. Think of something nice.
Sy gP 2 KRIS: wh
7 skrantz: My name is
KRIS: sofia | I
you tell me something nice
about your daughter?

= very good Kris! can
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Sofia,
! Don't you think that's an overreaction?? It's a
setback, but there's real progress. He always knew
£ ihe first ARA-graded simulacrum would take time to
get right. Besides, the difficult ones always turn
CHARLES?

out best. Remember

5. Forget Tethus, what am I supposed to tell HIM?
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I'm going to fight this, Sofia,







